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EASTER  MAKES  IT  ALL  WORTHWHILE 

\    .  .  knowing  that  in  the  Lord 
your  labor  is  not  in  vain." 

I  Cor.  15: 15b 


A  couple  of  years  ago  an  embittered  coed  at  Ari- 
zona State  University  dipped  her  pen  in  acid  and  wrote 
these  words : 

"I'm  tired,  tired  of  puppets  instead  of  people, 
Of  crewcuts  and  tweed  coats,  of  pipes  and 

Picasso  buttons, 
Of  people  who  drop  soliloquies  carefully 

labeled  intelligence , 
I'm  tired  of  cynics  who  call  themselves 

realists,, 
Of  people  bored  because  they're  afraid  to  care, 
I'm  tired  of  people  who  have  to  be  entertained, 
Of  girls  proud  of  knowing  the  score  and 

snickering  about  it. 
I'm  tired  of  sophisticated  slobs, 
Tired  of  people  with  nothing  better  to  do  than 

glue  their  days  together  with  alcohol • 
I'm  tired  of  people  embarrassed  at  honesty, 

at  love,  at  knowledge , 
Tired,  yes  .  .  .  very  tired/' 


Battle  fatigue  is  something  we  all  feel  from 
time  to  time*  It  takes  courage  to  be,  to  stand  up  to 
life,  to  keep  on  keeping  on.  Weariness  has  been  a  pe- 
culiar oroblem  for  Christians  across  the  century  be- 
cause Christians  have  tried  to  make  sense  out  of  life. 
They  have  insisted  that  there  is  goodness  and  purpose 
to  it  all.  And  they  have  done  this  against  relentless 
unbelief o 

Hence  we  have  counsel  in  the  New  Testament  against 
giving  in.  Words  like  these,  for  example,  from  Gala- 
tianss   "Therefore  lift  your  drooping  hands  and  strength- 
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en  your  weak  knees,  and  make  straight  paths  for  your 
feet."  (Gal  6:9)  Or,  again,  from  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews:   "And  let  us  not  grow  weary  in  well-doing. 
For  in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  do  not  lose 
heart."  (Heb  12:12)  Our  Easter  text  is  of  the  same 
order.  Listen  to  it  in  the  language  of  the  New  English 
Bible:   "Therefore,  my  beloved  brothers,  stand  firm 
and  immovable,  and  work  for  the  Lord  always,  work 
without  limit,  since  you  know  that  in  the  Lord  your 
labour  cannot  be  lost."  (I  Cor  15:58) 

#### 

Notice  what  St.  Paul  is  exhorting  here,  that  we 
be  "firm  and  immovable . "  Firm,  in  that  we  be  settled 
down  in  our  convictions;  that  our  faith  be  irrevocable 
and  enduring.  Our  convictions  are  not  to  be  like  a 
man's  necktie  or  a  woman's  hat,  changed  every  day. 
This  is  what  Paul  means  in  another  place  when  he  says, 
"We  are  no  longer  to  be  children,  tossed  by  the  waves 
and  whirled  about  by  every  fresh  gust  of  teaching, 
dupes  of  crafty  rogues  and  their  deceitful  schemes," 

(Eph  k:lk) 

These  words  fall  hard  upon  the  ears  of  a  genera- 
tion that  prides  itself  on  being  up  to  date.  There  are 
many  in  the  church  for  whom  the  supreme  misfortune 
would  be  the  failure  to  be  current.  They  live  so  close 
to  the  surface  that  the  slightest  ripple  sends  them 
into  shock.  We  are  developing  a  generation  of  theo- 
logical faddists  who  are  poised  not  so  much  for  action 
as  for  adjustment  to  the  new. 

One  thinks  of  the  college  chaplain  about  whom  the 
students  observed  that  his  theological  focus  shifted 
every  week  according  to  the  latest  book  he  read.  Or  was 
it  every  article?  We  are  all  unduly  influenced  by  the 
short  snappy  journalistically  styled  article,  the  one 
that  appears  in  the  Sunday  supplement,  or  in  our  glossy 
papered  magazines.  The  one  in  which  some  bishop  blasts 
at  prayer,  or  some  man  of  academic  stature  seeks  to  en- 
throne the  old  immorality  as  the  new  morality.  The  pity 
is  that  even  the  books  we  read  so  zealously  today  will 
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be  out-dated  two  or  three  years  hence .  What  shall  we 
say  of  the  short  article  that  titillates  for  a  time 
and  is  soon  forgotten?   "Have  you  seen  the  papers? 
Have  you  seen  the  television?  Have  you  seen  this  or 
that  book,  so  we  ask  one  another?  But  the  prophet 
asks  us  all,  'Have  you  seen  God?'"  i 

We  are  called  to  be  firm  and  immovable „  It  was 
wise  counsel  that  the  university  president  gave  to  the 
graduating  seniors  when  he  said,  "Don't  surrender  an 
old  idea  until  you  have  a  better  one  with  which  to  re- 
place it."  There  is  a  greater  sin  than  the  sin  of  be- 
ing irrelevant .   It  is  the  sin  of  being  unfaithful . 

But  Paul  also  exhorts  us  to  work  for  the  Lord  and 
to  work  without  limit.  The  word  "work"  in  this  text 
is  realistic  to  a  punishing  degree •   It  comes  from  the 
Greek  word  "kopos"  which  means  a  wearisome  kind  of  la- 
bor, a  labor  that  is  intense  and  united  with  trouble „ 
No  one  ever  said  it  would  be  a  picnic  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian; to  raise  one's  children  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord;  to  attempt  to  be  a  peacemaker  in 
a  strife-ridden  world;  to  be  agents  of  reconciliation, 
trying  to  lift,  to  heal,  to  free,  to  build „ 

Moreover,  we  are  to  do  this  "without  limit."  As 

the  Authorized  Version  has  it,  "Always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord."  (I  Cor  15? 58b)  We  are  not 
called  to  some  carefully  calculated  minimum,  just  do- 
ing enough  to  assuage  an  uneasy  consciences  The  spirit 
in  which  we  are  expected  to  toil  is  stated  in  the 
words  of  Jesuss   "Give,  and  it  shall  be  given  to  youj 
good  measure,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  running 
over,  will  be  put  into  your  lap.  For  the  measure  you 
give  will  be  the  measure  you  get  back,"  (Lk  6^38)  I've 
always  received  a  lift  from  those  words  a  veteran  mis- 
sionary had  written  above  his  desk,  thousands  of  miles 
from  home  in  an  under-developed  country.  The  legend 
said  simply,  "Not  somehow  but  triumphantly'" 

#### 
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Work  for  the  Lord  always.  Work  without  limit. 
This  is  a  tall  order.   But  notice  now  the  motivation 
to  which  St.  Paul  appeals.   "You  know  that  in  the  Lord 
your  labour  can  not  be  lost."  Again  the  Authorized 
Version  puts  it,  "Your  labor  in  the  Lord  is  not  in 
vain."  Moffatt  says,  "not  wasted."  In  our  own  par- 
lance we  might  say,  "For  as  much  as  you  know,  that 
what  you  do  for  the  Lord  does  not  go  down  the  drain." 

What  an  insight  here.  Paul  obviously  knew  that  a 
man  would  attempt  most  anything  provided  he  was  sure 
it  added  up  to  something.  The  work  we  do  must  have 
meaning  beyond  immediate  reward.  Machines  can  put  out 
to  no  purpose,  but  man  cannot.  This  is  why  the  Psalm- 
ist cries  for  every  man,  "Establish  thou  the  work  of 
our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands  establish 
thou  it!"  (Psalms  90:1Tb) 

How  do  we  know  that  our  labor  is  not  lost,  that  the 
game  is  worth  the  candle?  What  made  Paul  so  sure?  How 
can  a  man  know  that  it's  all  worthile?  For  answer  we 
must  look  to  the  position  of  the  text.  It  climaxes  the 
most  carefully  reasoned  exposition  of  the  resurrection 
of  Christ  in  the  New  Testament.  The  word  "therefore" 
with  which  the  verse  opens  is  the  crucial  word,  for  it 
refers  us  back  to  what  has  been  said  already. 

There  was  a  show  not  so  long  ago  on  Broadway  that 
bore  the  engaging  title  "On  A  Clear  Day  You  Can  See 
Forever."  It  is  the  conviction  of  the  Christian  church 
that  that  first  Easter  Sunday  was  history's  moment  of 
truth,  that  on  that  day  of  sight  and  insight  we  learned 
once  and  for  all  that  love ' s  labor  can  never  more  be 
lost. 

Where  else  can  one  turn  for  this  assurance?  Human 
optimism  by  itself  is  always  a  distrotion.  The  only 
way  we  can  sustain  our  optimism  is  by  a  selective  re- 
call of  what  we  know,  blocking  out  the  negative  and 
enlarging  the  positive.   For  life  is  a  mix. 

I  saw  this  mix  very  clearly  within  a  five  minute 
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span  a  few  years  ago  when  serving  in  Ann  Arbor ,  Michi- 
gan .   I  entered  the  large  parking  lot  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  Hospital  enroute  to  visiting  a  patient. 
Much  to  my  surprise  a  car  was  beginning  to  pull  out 
just  as  I  drove  near,,   It  seemed  like  my  day.  But  the 
car  remained  in  that  half  pulled  out  positions   I  won- 
dered why.  Finally,  my  paitnece  running  down  and  my 
curiosity  running  up,  I  slipped  out  of  my  car  and  went 
over  to  find  that  the  Negro  girl  who  was  driving  the 
car  was  busily  engaged  writing  her  name,  address  and 
phone  number  on  a  slip  of  paper.   She  put  it  under  the 
windshield  wiper  of  a  car  whose  fender  she  had  brushed 
on  the  way  out. 

Minutes  later  inside  the  hospital  I  went  to  the 
book  rack.  It  had  always  been  there ,  right  near  where 
the  candy,  the  cigarettes  and  other  things  are  sold. 
But  the  books  were  gone.   I  asked  the  man  in  charge  if 
they  had  been  removed  to  another  location  or  taken  a- 
way  temporarily.  He  said,  "No,  they  are  gone  and  we 
will  never  have  them  again.  We  just  can't  stop  the 
pilfering  from  the  racks."  A  girl  attesting  to  a  mi- 
nor infraction  that  no  one  had  seen.  The  manager  of 
a  store  in  a  university  community  confessing  that  he 
had  to  give  up. 

Where  is  our  optimism?  It  depends  on  the  facts 
we  choose  to  look  at.  Color  history  a  gleaming  gold 
if  you  think  of  a  teacher  bending  low  to  help  a  re- 
tarded child.,  a  criminal  being  brought  to  justice,  or 
a  young  couple  going  off  for  a  term  of  service  in  the 
Peace  Corps.  But  color  history  a  dark  and  ominous 
black  if  you  think  of  graft  in  high  place s,  a  heart- 
less kidnapping,  or  a  war  like  the  war  in  Vietnam,  the 
most  unpopular  and  indefensible  war  this  country  has 
ever  engaged  in.  The  view  determines  the  hue.  The 
process  is  too  subjective. 

The  good,  the  beautiful  and  the  true  are  always 
in  jeopardy  in  our  world.  They  are  never  really  firm- 
ly established.  We  always  support  them  as  an  act  of 
faith.  We  do  not  know.  A  distinguished  vice  president 
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of  one  of  our  major  universities  noted  recently  that 
one  reason  why  so  many  university  and  college  students 
are  distressed  these  days  is  because  they  have  never 
really  seen  closure  on  any  major  issue.   He  went  on  to 
observe  that  most  of  these  young  people  came  into  the 
swim  of  history  with  the  Korean  War.  With  Korea  still 
divided  into  two  Koreas  there  is  no  closure  here.  Ger- 
many is  still  divided  =  the  hideous  wall  a  testimony  to 
man's  inability  to  settle  his  disputes.  The  island  of 
Cuba  is  still  in  active  ferment.  We  do  not  know  where 
we  are  going  or  what  will  happen  to  Vietnam  through 
our  involvement.  Civil  rights  have  not  yet  been  se- 
cured for  all  our  citizens.  Urban  renewal  in  many  of 
our  cities  has  been  quagmired  in  partisan  politics. 
And  the  War  on  Poverty  is  just  now  getting  started.  All 
of  our  settlements  are  provisional  in  nature ,  and  one 
small  solution  simply  opens  the  box  to  countless  other 
difficulties. 

"It  is  not  finished,  Lord, 

there  is  not  one  thing  done. 
There  is  no  battle  of  our  life 
that  we  have  really  won . " 

Let  us  be  clear  then.   It  is  the  event  that  Easter 
celebrates  that  makes  it  all  worthwhile.   It  is  by  that 
open  grave  that  we  gain  a  vision  of  the  eternal  that 
gives  us  our  hold  on  time.  Pilate  crucified  Jesus  and 
put  a  period  after  the  deedo  But  God  changed  that 
period  to  a  comma  for  the  story  was  to  be  continued. 
God  was  to  raise  His  son  from  the  dead.  The  resurrec- 
tion is  God's  resounding  Amen,  His  divine  "so  be  it" 
to  all  that  Jesus  came  to  do  and  say  and  be. 

It  is  only  at  Easter  that  we  understand  that  while 
the  good  can  be  accosted  it  cannot  be  overcome.  Harvey 
Cox  is  right  when  he  says,  "History  does  not  take  place 
between  the  black  noon  of  Good  Friday  and  the  bright 
dawn  of  Easter.   It  takes  place,  rather,  between  Easter 
Day  and  the  Last  Day."  2 
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Easter  is  the  turning  point.   It  is  on  this  event 
that  our  hope  is  keyed,  it  is  by  this  event  that  the 
work  of  our  hands  is  established,.   Dark  circumstance 
for  a  time  may  block  this  truth  from  our  sight  just  as 
a  penny  at  the  proper  angle  can  block  out  the  sune  But 
always  there  is  the  resilience  that  Paul  talks  about 
when  he  says,,  "Hard-pressed  on  every  side,  we  are  never 
hemmed  in;  bewildered,  we  are  never  at  our  wits'  endj 
hunted  we  are  never  abandoned  to  our  fatej  struck  down, 
we  are  not  left  to  die/'  (II  Cor  ktQ)     GeK*  Chesterton 
made  a  telling  comparison  between  a  renaissance  painter 
and  a  pagan  philosopher  when  he  said  "Giotto  lived  in 
a  gloomier  town  than  Euripides,  but  he  lived  in  a  gay- 
er universe  3 "  3 

A   few  years  ago,  Bishop  Berggrav  was  addressing  a 
Youth  Conference  in  Osloe  He  pointed  up  to  the  ceiling 
of  the  Cathedral  and  said,  "Did  you  observe  the  ceil- 
ing of  this  church?  It  is  low  and  heavy.  The  atmos- 
phere is  made  oppressive.  Why  is  it  like  this?  Surely 
there  is  no  such  intention  in  it,  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  becomes  today  a  symbol  of  the  whole  situation 
of  men0  I  wish  I  could  take  away  this  temporary  ceil- 
ing,, now  eleven  years  since  it  was  put  in*  Then  you 
would  see  the  most  lovely  and  mighty  scenery,  prepared 
these  eleven  years  by  one  of  our  Norwegian  painters • 
He  needed  this  temporary  low  ceiling  as  the  floor  of 
his  workroom 0  In  one  year  we  hope  to  have  the  view  of 
what  is  above .  Then  you  will  have  the  most  convincing 
sermon  which  painting  can  give  of  Christ  the  Lord/1 

D9  To   Niles  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  il- 
lustration adds,  "He  will  come,  the  ceiling  of  this 
life  will  be  lifted,  and  then  we  shall  see  what  great 
God  has  accomplished.  Surely  we  can  add  with  the  Bib- 
lical writer,  'Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus.'" 

Therefore,  my  beloved  brothers,  stand  firm  and 
immovable,  and  work  for  the  Lord  always,  work  without 
limit,  since  you  know  that  in  the  Lord  your  labour 
cannot  be  lost .  (l  Cor  15° 58) 


-  7  - 


CLOSING  PRAYER 


Lift  our  sights,  0  God. 
Galvanize  our  wills. 
Make  warm  our  love  for  Thee, 
To  the  end  that  we  may  see 
What  needs  doing  and  do 
It  for  Thy  sake  - 
Through  our  risen  and 
Ever-loving  Lord0 

Amen. 


FOOTNOTES: 
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